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2022 - The Commission directed 
staff to begin discussing with the 
USGS Wetlands and Aquatic 
Research Center (WARC) on 
shared research goals.

2023 – Staff met with the WARC 
staff and landed on tagging and 
migration. WARC already had a 
history of tag/recapture and 
tracking of seaturtles.

HISTORY



COBIA TAGGING

2024 - The IJF Program and USGS staff 
(Dr. Meg Lemont) began a pilot to tag 
Cobia with acoustic and SAT tags in the 
region. 

2025 – By spring, 41 Cobia were tagged 
from Naples to Destin, Florida. 
Additional efforts were made by 
partners to tag Cobia in the northern 
and western Gulf.

2024 - USGS successfully acquired a 
RESTORE grant to analyze historic 
datasets related to Cobia and 
other pelagic species. 



PARTNERSHIP

2024 – The USGS regions and the 
four fisheries commissions 
presented the history of 
collaborations at National AFS.

Following the symposium, all 
parties held a workshop to 
formalize a national partnership. 
VanderKooy serves as the rep 
for the four commissions in the 
Partnership development 
process.



PARTNERSHIP OUTREACH
2025 – In January, the Science Team 
met and began drafting outreach 
materials.

Currently, we have a Fact Sheet, a set 
of Talking Points, and a draft article for 
the AFS Fisheries Magazine submitted 
for publication.



NEXT STEPS

2026 – The Science Team will begin working on Research Priorities for each 
region based on the management needs of each commission. 

Next September, the  
Partnership members 
will meet again at the 
National AFS meeting in 
Columbus, Ohio.



QUESTIONS?
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